WESTLAKE Travis County ESD No. 9

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Westlake Fire Department
Physical Address: 1301 S. Capital of Texas Hwy., Suite B-123 Austin, TX 78746
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 162170 Austin, TX 78716-2170
Headquarters: (512) 539-3400 Fax: (512) 327-2780
http://www.westlakefd.org/

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Disannexation/Lake Austin Properties Joining
Travis County Emergency Services District 9 (ESD 9)

Background: ESD stands for Emergency Services District, a local government agency created
by a public vote that provides fire protection or emergency medical response (or a combination
of the two) to residents in a particular area. ESDs collect taxes to provide emergency services to
those within their boundaries, and free up county governments from the chore of running
emergency services and paying for them with county tax dollars. There are more than 300 ESDs
across Texas! So, if you see or hear “ESD 9” somewhere, that is the same thing as the Westlake
Fire Department. You can learn more about all the ESDs in Travis County via this short video.

Upcoming election: On July 28, the Board of Commissioners for Travis County Emergency
Services District 9 (ESD 9) passed Resolution 2026-05, Approving Annexation of Territory
Pursuant to Petition Submitted by Registered Voters, as a result of Texas Senate Bill 1844,
which went into effect on September 1, 2025.

Y our property may be located within both the City of Austin (the COA) and ESD 9 (the District),
within the District only, within the COA only, or only in Travis County. As you can see from

the map, properties along Lake Austin may lie entirely within the COA, entirely within the
District, or—most commonly—within both jurisdictions. In many cases, the official Austin city
limits run directly through the middle of a property, with the 504.9-foot elevation contour
serving as the legal boundary line.

To resolve this issue and ensure residents in the affected lots continue to receive fire and first
response on-scene medical care, an election will be held November 3, 2026 for two propositions
related to this topic.

What are the propositions?

The propositions before voters will be Proposition A (annexation into ESD 9) and Proposition B
{assume the proportionate share of the outstanding debts (currently zero) and taxes of the
District, which are less than the City of Austin}. The Westlake Fire Department would then be
the primary responders for fire and first response on-scene medical care. The lots/tracts in
question are real property as defined by a variety of City of Austin ordinances but are generally
noted as specific addresses fronting Lake Austin from Tom Miller Dam to 2940 Oestrick Lane.

The District is not taking a position for or against either of these propositions. Note that

both propositions must pass by a majority vote for the resulting actions to take effect.



https://www.westlakefd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/AnnexationAreas_Overall-D-Size_July2026_V1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szs7N3RDKpY&t=2s
https://www.westlakefd.org
https://www.westlakefd.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026.07.01-Legal-Descriptions-of-Territory-Proposed-to-be-Annexed.pdf

My property is already located in ESD 9. Why do I have to vote?

ESD 9 District regulations require that existing members of the District must agree to admit any
new property owners that wish to be annexed into the District. Without your vote, those affected
may find themselves without fire and/or first response on-scene medical care.

How will this affect my homeowner’s insurance?

Insurance carriers typically require confirmation that a recognized fire protection provider
serves the property. Without fire protection, your property may be subject to higher insurance
premiums, your coverage may be reduced, or the carrier may decline to underwrite your
property altogether.

How does annexing my property into the District affect the amount of taxes I pay?
State law caps the ad valorem tax an Emergency Services District (ESD) can assess to your
property at $0.10 per $100, less than a tenth of the City’s tax rate. Furthermore, your Travis
County Board of Commissioners for ESD 9, through fiscally responsible budgeting, have
reduced this rate even further to $0.0758 per $100 of valuation.

Can I just write you a check now and join the District?

No. You will need to vote in the election on November 3. After the ballots are counted, we will
know how to proceed going forward and will communicate the next steps to all affected property
owners at that time.
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